[Tumor control-significance of the stem cell number].
The stem cell number is one of the important factor determining tumor control radiation dose. It is now clear that 50% tumor cell doses in various rodent tumors inversely related to their tumor control radiation doses. Roles of radiation-sterilized cells on the clonogenicity of survived stem cells are controversial, and should be explored by future research. Methodological innovations are also desirable to measure the stem cell number in human tumors.